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* Novo Sprenvore refurgit. 





T has been often obferved, and particu- 
larly in a late famous Enquiry, that 
Satire is eafier than Praife; which can 
have no other meaning, than that thofe 
Men, on whom Praife is common! 

beftowed, are, for the moft part, b 
corrupt, and guilty of fo many vile and unworthy 
Aétions, that it requires a very nice and mafterly Ad- 
drefs to form a Panegyrick in lich a Manner, that the 
generality of Readers fhall not underftand the Au- 
thor in an ironical Senfe, and take his unjuf a cal 
ments for Banter, Grimace, and Ridicule. When 
therefore it is faid, that Sutire is eafier than Praije, 
we can only infer, that the Pravity of human Na- 
ture affords us more Topicks for one than for the other ; 
and when we are told, that it is very difficult to be- 
flow Praife, it muft be underftood of thofe Panegy- 
rifts, whofe Bufinefs it is to varnifh over Vice, and 
lavith their Encomiums on uaworthy Odbjeds ; for 
Pliny very jultly obferyes, in his maton: Ta Panegyrick 
on that good Prince, whom he celebrates, that it is 
an ealy Task to return Thanks to one, who deferves 
them ; fince as every Man is witness of bis Virtues, 
fo no Body can fafpeet that the Author is not in earneft. 








* This Paper was publife’d after the Sufpenfion of the 
Craftfman for about a Week; occafion’d by the 
faking up of Mr. Amhurft, Mr. Francklin, and 
ether Perfons, fuppos'd to be concern'’d in it. 


Merenti, 
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Merenti Gratias agere facile eff, Patres confcripti. 
Non enim periculum eft ne, cum doquar de Humanitate, 
exprobrari fibi fuperbiam credat 3 quum de Frugalitate, 
Laxuriam; quum de Clementia, Crudelititem ; quam 
de Liberalitate, Avaritiam; quum de Benignitate, 
Liz rem; quum de Continentia, Libidinem ; quum de 
Labore, Inert-am; quum de Fortitudine, Timtorem. 

This gives me an Opportunity of difcourfing upon 
Trony, Innuendoes, and doulle Meanings ; which, I 
hope, cannot be thought unfeafonable at this Time ; 
when fome Perfons, pufh’d on by a mercenary, offi- 
cious Zeal, without Knsewle7ge or Judgment, have 
endeavoured to explain my Writings, by thefe myfte- 
rious Methods, into a Lilel upon the Miniftry 3 
are calling upon the /ecular Arm to juftify their Ab. 
furdities ; and, by falfe Informations, have drawn an 
innocent Gentleman into my Sean. 

I am confident that every Man will acquit me of 
fuch a Defign, who knows what Irony means ; and 
that it is a Figure in Rhetorick, made ule of to ri- 
dicule any Perfon, by praifing him for Qualities, of 
which he is known to be deftitute, or for the Con- 
traries of which he is remarkable. Thus when a 
common Strumpet is extoll’d for her Chatty ; a De- 
bauchee for his Temperance ; or a corrupt Miniter of 
State for his difinterefted Love of his Couutry; the 
Irony holds good, and every Body underitands the Au- 
thor’s meaning as well as if it had been exprefs’d in 
the plaineft Terms. But where would be the Jromy, 
or the Satire, in calling Lucretia chafle, Ce/or va- 
liant, or Cato jut? — Would not the World believe 
fuch a Man in earnef 5 or laugh at his Fo./y and Jm- 
potence ? It could not therefore be my Defign, 
in any of the preceding Papers, to afperfe the prefent 
Adminiftration, in an ironical Manner, without bein 
guilty of fo grest a Weaknefs as to imagine, that 
gould impofe Characters upon the World, of ye 
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Thofe Gentlemen are a living and exemplary Confu- 
tation. 

Iam fure my Writings do not give the leaft Handle 
for fuch an Imputation. I am ready to enter the 
Lifts with any of my Enemies upon this occafion. 
Nay, Iwill pe Fy the worft of them to ftand forth, 
and produce one Paflage, where the Name of any 
Man in Power is mentioned with the leaft fhew of 
Difrefpeé&t. But if they will charge me with double 
Meanings and Defigns, which my Soul abhors ; if 
they will apply anonymous, ill Characters to their Pa- 
trons; and, when any general Strokes of Satire oc- 
cur, will cry, This is all aim’d at *** *** or 
*ee ee of HHH *** T hone I fhall not be an- 
fwerable (at leaft in the Opinion of thofe honourable 
Gentlemen) for the Malice or Ignorance of fuch In- 
terpreters. 

I fuppofe it will be granted, that there have been 
and, perhaps, that there ftill are fome wicked, igno- 
rant and corrupt Men, who have met with undeferved 
Preferment in Great-Britain, as well as in other 
Countries ; which however ought to be no Reproach 
upon any Government; becaufe it is what the beft 
Management, Care and Circumfpeétion cannot al- 
ways prevent. The Land of Liberty, the Seat of 
Learning, the Nurlery of Heroes, the Favourite of 
Heaven, even this now happy and envied Nation 
(as the Author of the Enguiry very juftly calls it) is 
not exempt from worthle/s and mifchievous Members, 
whofe Principles and Pra@ices, if not defeated, tend 
to its Deftruéction. Againtt Thefe I have drawn 
my Pen ; and againft The/e only. What is there in 
all This, to fix upon me the fevere Imputation of re- 
filecting upon great, powerful and virtuous Men ?— 
Many bitter Things have I uttered, from the un- 
feigned Indignation of my Heart, againft ambitious, 
corrupt Statefmen; tyrapnical Officers and treache- 
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rous Guardians of popular Liberty; again uxjnf 
Stewards, Embezzlers, or Squanderers of publick 
Money; againft Stockjolbers, Plenterers and En- 
GROSSERS}$ againtt Men, who: hive a9 mach 
Cunning in Office, and Men, who have tio /ittle ; 
againft State Harpies and political Blunderers. 
Can any Body, without the moft apparent Folly or 
Impudence, calls this a Lide/ upon the Minifiry; who 
are all juf? Stewards 3 gracious Magiftrates; uncorrupt 
Adminifrators of publick Money 3 ‘endued With a pro- 
per Mixture of the Serpent, and the Jnaocence of the 
Dove ; and, in every Part of their Characters, quite 
the contrary to what I have endeavoured to expofe ? 

Let Thofe therefore, who truly deferve it, bear 
their Difpleafure 5 Thofe, who, by explaining inno- 
cent Meanings into Scandal, and by drawing i imagina- 
ry Parallels, have proftituted their great Names in 
the Mouths of Libertines and Buffvons. 

The Reader will obferve, from what I have already 
faid, that my prefent Defign is to wipe off a falfe Ac- 
cufation, which might do my Charaéter a great deal 
of Prejudice, and not to bedaub them with naufeous 
Panegyrick, which cannot pofibly do their Reputation 
any Gocd. 

‘Thus much I thought neceflary to {peak on the 
prefent Occafion; though I am fenfible that fome Per- 
fons would have chofia to be filent ; but I had 
rather, at any Time, do a jz/ Thing, than a fopular 
or profitable one s and when I lie under the leat Im- 
putation of having injured any worthy Gentlemen in 
their Reputation, efpecially my Suxperiors, 1 think 
my felf obliged, in Duty both to them and my felf, 
to remove all Grounds of fuch a Sufpicion,and ftop the 
Influence it may have upon weak Minds. 

I flatter my felf that I have fuficiently done This; 
and that, for the future, no creat Man will be pre- 
vailed on to entertain an ill Opinion of me, by the 

falfe Reprefentation of any mifchief-making a. 
who 
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who (I am well convineed) will fpare no Pains to 
create a Mifunderftanding between us: 

All that I can add more upon this Head is, that as 
I always had an Efteem for Men in Authority, fuita- 
ble to their Merit ; fo I will let flip no Opportunities 
of difplaying it to the World by the moft publick and 
epen Marks of Refpect and Veneration. 


Prima die mibi, fumma dicende Cameena. 
Having cleared my Way thus far, methinks I find 


my felf wonderfully eafy in my Confcience, and in a 
Difpofition to proceed with great Chearfulnefs and 
Alacrity in the Profecution of this Undertaking. 

I defign, in a fhort Time, to confider the Cafe of 
Irony and Innuendoes ina judicial Light ; and how 
far a forced, diftant, ox inverted Conftruétion of any 
Sentence is confiftent with common Eguity and the 
Liberties of this Nation, when a plain, natural and 
sbvious Meaning is ready at Hand. 

In the mean Time, the Publick will give me leave 
to aflure them, that, as long as the Liberty of the 
Pre/s flourifhes in any Degree; of which we have 
no Reafon to doubt under this moft excellent Admini- 
ftration; as long as the Habeas Corpus A& remains 
unrepealed or unfufpended ; the former of which, I 
hope, will never come to pafs; and I can fee no Occa- 
fion, at prefent, for the latter ; as long as there is one 
Printer, Bookfeller or Publifber in London or Weft- 
minfter, who fhall not be intimidated to proceed in 
this Undertaking ; I am refolved not to defift, till I 
have compleated my Defign; and if, through any 
want of Skill in Language, and Unhappinefs in Style ; 
or by the Querks, Subtleties, and nice Diftinétions of 
State-Lawyers, I fhould be underitood in any Senfe 
contrary to my own Meaning, as well as to the Laws ; 
I fhall readily fubmit to any Hardfhips, which I may 
fuffer on that Account, and clofe this dark Evening of 
a long and laborious Life, but ill-requited for all my 
paft- 
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paft-endeavoured Services, by giving up myfelf as a 
Sacrifice to the Refentments of Power, Pride and Am- 
bition ; contenting myfelf with this Refleétion, 
that I have always purfued what I thought the true 
Intereft of his facred Majefty King Gecreg, his il- 
luftrious Royal Family, and the Welfare of Great 
Britain. D. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
In a fhort Time will be publifh’d, 


4 New Metuon of ConTRoversy; Or, 
An ealy Way of suoxtnixG Debates, by allowing only 
‘one Side to publifh their Thoughts. Printed for T.W. 
in Pater-nofter Row. By whom will be likewife pub- 
lifbed at the fame Time, 


The MONITOR E xtrawdinary 3 3 containing 
fome FARTHER Reafons for abolifbing the Liberty of 
the Prefs; in which the Arguments of all the Wuic 
- Writers, ancient and modern, on this Subjeft, will be 
entirely confuted. 














